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E the name firſt came abroad into the 
World, many have been at a Loſs to know what 
a Methodiſt is: What are the Principles and the Prac- 
tice of thoſe, who are commonly called by that Name ; 
8 And what the di/tingui/hing Marks of this 8E r, which 

” 1s everywhere ſpoken againſt. | 


| VS 


2. And it being generally believed, that I was able 
to give the cleareſt Account of theſe Things (as having 
| been one of the firſt to whom that Name was given, 

and the Perſon by whom the reſt were ſuppoſed to be 
| directed) I have been called upon, in all manner of 
Ways, and with the utmoſt Earneſtneſs, ſo to do: I 
yield at laſt to the continued Importunity both of Friends 
and Enemies: And do now give the cleareſt Account 
I can, in the Preſence of the Lord and Judge of Hea- 
| ven and Earth, of the Principles and Practice whereby 


4 thoſe who are called Met hodiſts, are diſtinguiſhed from 
other Men. | 


3. I ſay, thoſe who are called Methodiſis ; for let it 
be well obſerved, that this is not a Name which they 

» take to themſelves, but one fixt upon them by Way of 
| Reproach, without their Approbation or Conſent. It 

was firſt given to three or four young Men at Oxford, 
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To the RAD RER. 


dy a Student of Chrif-Church : Either in Allufion to > 


the ancient Set of Phyſicians ſo called (from theig 


teaching, that almoſt all diſeaſes might be cured hy 1 


u Method of Diet and Exerciſe) or from 
,, Obſerving a more regular Method of Study andy 
viour, than was uſual with thoſe of their Age a 
tion, 4 


4. I ſhall ſtill rejoice (ſo little ambitious 
at the Head of any Sect or Party) if the ve 
might never be mentioned more, but be 
eternal Oblivion. But if that cannot be, at leaſt, 
who will uſe it, know the meaning of the Wo they 

, uſe. Let us not always be fighting in the Dark. Come, 


and let us look one another in the Face. And perhaps 
love 


ſome of you who hate what I am called, 
what 7 am (by the Grace of GOD : ) Or, ra 
4 follow after, if that 1 2 apprebend tbat, 
40% I am apprehended of CHrRnT Juovs. 
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Te CHARACTER of a METHODIST, 

1 7 3 . 
3 7 
e rwis or That Scheme of Religion, his embracing 


any wy. 
* ment oFdne Man or of another, are all quite wide of 


; HE diſinguiſbing Marks of a MzTaopisr 
1 are not His Opinions of any Sort. His aſſent- 


cular Set of Notions, his eſpouſing the Judg- 


the eie Whoſoever therefore imagines, that a Me- 
Bea , A Man of ſuch and ſuch an Opinion, is groſl 


cal, of the whole Affair; he miſtakes the Trut 
uy 


We believe indeed, That all Scripture is given 
ration of GOD; and herein we are diſtinguiſhed 
Jesus, Turks, and Infidels. We believe this writ- 

Word of GOD to be the only and /ufficient Rule, 
beth of Chriſtian Faith and Practice; and herein we are 
fundamentally diſtinguiſhed from thoſe of the Rom; 
We believe C4rIsT to be the Eternal Supreme 
and herein are we diſtinguiſhed from the Saci- 
mans and Arians. But as to all Opinions which do not 


- ftrike at the Root of Chriſtianity, we think and let think. 
So that whatſoever they are, whether right or wrong, 


they are no diſtinguibing Marks of a Methodiſt. | 

2. Neither are Words or Phraſes of any Sort. We 
do not place our Religion, or any Part of it, in being 
attach'd to any Peculiar Mode of Speaking, any Quaint 
or Uncommon Set of Expreſſions. The moſt obvious, 
eaſy, common Words, wherein our Meaning can be 
conveyed, we prefer before others, both on ordinary 
Occaſions, and when we ſpeak of the Things of GOD. 
We never therefore willingly or deſignedly deviate from 
the moſt uſual Way of ſpeaking ; unleſs when we ex- 
preſs Scripture Truths in Scripture Words, (which we 


| preſume, no Chriſtian will condemn.) Neither do we 


affect to uſe any particular Expreſſions of Scripture, 


more frequently than others, unleſs they are ſuch as are 


more frequently uſed by the Inſpired Writers themſelves. 
So that it is as groſs an Error, to place the Marks of a 
Methodift in his Words, as in Opinions of any Sort. 

3. Nor do we deſire to be diſtinguithed, by Aion, 


Cu/toms, or Uſages of an indifferent. Nature. Our Reli- 


gion does not lie in doing what Go» has not enjoin'd, 
or abſtaining from what he hath not forbidden. Tt 
does not lie in the Form of our Apparel, in the Poſture 
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.. The CHaracter of a Methodiſt. Fr 
of our Body, or the covering of our Heads: Nor yet 
in abſtaining from Marriage, nor from Meats and 
Drinks, which are all good, if received with Thank 
giving. Therefore neither will any Man who Rees 
| whereof he affirms, fix the Mark of a Methodifiihere 3 © 
nin any Actions or Cuſtoms purely indifferent, Mace 
| mined by the Word of G O D. TT. 

4. Nor, laſtly is he to be diſtinguifh'd by Aying the 
evhole Streſs of Religion on any Single Par of it. If it 
you ſay, Yes he is; for he thinks ave ar It 
Faith alone :** 1 anfwer, You do not. underſfand ke 
Terms. By Salvation he means, Holineſs of Hh and 

Lie. And this he affirms to ſpring from True Firn 
Along. Can even a nominal Chriſtian deny it Is 
this placing a Part of Religion for the Whole? Dave 
then make void the Law thro' Faith? Gor for Tea © 
wwe eftabliſh the Law. We do not place the Whole of 
Religion (as too many do, Gop knoweth) eit 
ing no Harm, or in doing Good, or in uſing e Or- 
dinances of Gop. No, nor in all of them together; 
wherein we know by Experience a Man may labour 
many Years, and at the End have no True Religion at 
all, no more than he had at the Beginning. Much 
leſs in any One of Theſe ; or, it may be in a Scrap of 
one of them: Like her who fancies herſelf a virtuous 
Woman, only becauſe ſhe is not a Proſtitute; or him 
who dreams he is an honeſt Man, merely becauſe he 
does not rob or fteal. May the Loxp Gop of my Fa- 
thers preſerve me, from ſuch a poor, ſtarved Religion as 
This! Were This the Mar# of a Methodift, I would 
fooner chuſe to be a fincere Few, Turk, or Pagan. 

5. What then is the Mark? Who is a Metbodiſt, 
according to your own Account? I anſwer : A Mes bo- Il 
dift is one, who has the Lowe of Go. fed abroad in his 
Heart, by the Holy Ghoſt given unto him + One who hwves 
the Loxp his Gop with all his Heart, and with all his 
Soul, and with all his Mind, and with all his Strength. 
GOD is the Joy of his Heart, and the Defire of his 
Soul; which is conſtantly crying out, pom hawe 1 

M Heaven but Thee, and there is none upon Earth tba 
deſire befide Thee ! My Gow and my All! Thou art the 
Strength of my Heart, and my Portion for ever!” 

6, He is therefore happy in Gov, yea always happy, 


- 
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3 N 2s having in him a Well of Water, ſpringing up into 


*s everlaſting Life, and overflowing his Soul with Peace and 
g . Pers Love having now ca out Fear, he rejoices 


more. He re RD always, even in Gon 


eur: And in the Father ghrough our Lord Ixs us 
CHRIST, by whom he hath now received the Attonement. 
und Redemption thro his Blood, the Forgiveneſs 


he cannot but rejoice wheneyer he loo 
the horrible Pit out of which he is delivered, 
when he fees all his Tranſgreſſions blotted out as a Cloud, 
and bis Iniquities as a thick Cloud. He cannot but re- 
Joice, Whenever he looks on the State wherein he now 
IB, being juſtified freely, and having Peace with Gon, 
thre bur Logp IESsus CyHrIsT. For, he that beliey- 
eth bath the Witneſs of this in himſelf: Being now the 
 SanafGop by Faith; becauje he is @ Son, Gop hath ſent 
Spirit of his Son into his Heart, crying out 
Wether! And the Spirit itſelf beareth Witneſs 
ER S9irit, that be is a child of GOD. He rejoiceth 
alſo, whenever he looks forward, in hope of the Glory 
that Sall be revealed: Yea, this his Joy is full, and all 


bis bones cry out, B/e/ed be the Gop and Father of our 


Lokrd Jesus CHRIST, who according to his abundant 
Mercy hath begotten me again to a living Hope — of an 
Inheritance incorraptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, reſerved in Heaven for me. 5 
7. And he who hath this Hope, thus full of Immorta- 
lity, in every thing giveth Thanks: As knowing that this 
(whatſoever it is) is the Will of Gon in CurisT IESsUus 
concerning him. From Him therefore he chearfully re- 
ceives All, ſaying, Good is the Will of the Loxy : And 
whether the Lox | Jag or taketh away, equally 3J:/- 
ing the Name of the LoxD. For he hath learned in aubat- 
faever State he is, therewith ia be content. He know- 
eth both how to be abaſed, and how to abound. Every 
where and in all Things he is inſtructed, both to be full 
and to be hungry, bath to abound and ta ſuffer Need. 
Whether in Eaſe or Pain, whether in Sickneſs orHealth, 
whether in Life or Death, he giveth Thanks from the 
Ground of the Heart to Him who orders it for Good : 
Knowing that as every Good Gift cometh from above, 
ſo none but Good can come from the Father of 
Lights, into whoſe Hand he has wholly a” * | 

it 1 7 


for him, and in all Things reſting on Him, after ma 


Cannot be utter 4: But at al 


8 -Tbe Character of a Methodiſt, 1 
Body and Soul, as into the Hands of a faithful Creator. 
He is therefore careful (anxiouſly or uneaſily careful) fo & 


nothing: As having caft all his Care on Him that care 


oo 


bis Requeſt known to Him with Thankſgiving. Wo 

8. For indeed he prays without ceaſing. It given.” 
him always to pray, and not to faint, Notythathe is 
always in the Houſe of Prayer; tho he negletts no Op- 

rtunity of being there. Neither is he always on his 

ces, altho' he often is, or on his Face, before the 
Lon p his Gop, Nor yet is he always cryingaloud to 
God, or calling upon him in Words. For many times 
the Spirit maketh interceſſion for him with Groans that 
times the language of his 
Heart is this, Thou Brightneſs of the eternal Glory, 
« unto thee is my Mouth, tho' without a Vie and 
« my Silence ſpeaketh unto thee.” And 1s true 
Prayer, The lifting up the Heart to Gop. Thy R- 
ſence of Prayer, and this alone. But his Heart is ever 
lifted up to God, at all Times, and in all Places. In 
this he 15 never hindered, much leſs interrupted, by any 
Perſon or Thing. In Retirement, or Company, in Lei- 
ſure, Buſineſs, or Converſation, his heart is ever with 
the Logp. Whether he lie down or riſe up, God is 
in all his Thoughts ; he walks with GOD continually, 
having the loving Eye of his mind fix'd upon Him, and 
every where ſeeing him that is inviſible. : 

9. And while he thus always exerciſes his Love to 
Gop, by Prayer without — rejoicing evermore, 
and in every = giving Thanks, this Commandment 
is written in his Heart, that he au loweth Gon, love 
his Brother alſo. And he accordingly loves his Neigh- 
bour as himſelf ; he loves every Man as his own Soul. 
His Heart is full of Love to all Mankind, to every 
Child of the Father of the Spirits of all Flaſb. That a 
Man is not perſonally known to him, is no Bar to his 
Love: No, nor that he is known to be ſuch as he ap- 

roves not, that he repays Hatred for his Good-will. 
For he loves his Enemies, yea and the Enemies of Gop ; 
the Ewil and the Unthaniful. And if it be not in his 
Power to do Good to them that hate him, yet he ceaſes 


A 


4 


not to pray for them, tho' they continue to ſpurn his 


Love, and ſtill defpateſully uſe him and perſecute him, 
10. For 


The Character of - a Methodiſt. 9 
* 10. For he is Pure in Heart. The Love of Gop has 
purified his Heart from all Revengeful Paſſions, from 
Envy, Malice, and Wrath, from every unkind Tem- 
per or malign Affection. It hath cleanſed him from 
Price and Haughtineſs of Spirit, whereof alone cometh 
15 en. And he hath now put on Bowwels of Mer- 
1 eh, Humblene/s of Mind, Meekne/;, Long- 
8 that he forbears"and forgives, if he had 
© @ Vuarrthagain/t any; even as GOD for CurisT's 
fake hath forgiven him. And indeed all poſſible 
Ground for Contention, on his Part, is utterly cut off. 
For none can take from him what he defires ; ſeeing 
he faves not the World, nor any of the Things of the 
| Wark; being now crucified to the World, and the World 
. ere to him; being dead to all that is in the World, 
botlito „e Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luft of the Eye, and 
of Life. For all his Defire is unto God, and 
to Wetmembrance of his Name. 
TIES recable to this his One Deſire, is the One 
00 of his Life, namely, not to do his own Will, but 
the Will of Him that ſent him. His One Intention at 
all Times and in all Things is, Not to pleaſe himſelf, 
| but Him whom his Soul loveth. He has a Single Eye. 
| And becauſe his Eye is Single, his whole Body is full of 

Light. Indeed where the Loving Eye of the Soul is 

continually fix'd upon Gop, there can be no Darkneſs 

at all, but zhe aubole is Light; as when the bright ſhining 
of a Candle doth enlighten the Houſe. Gop then reigns 
alone. All that is in the Soul is Holinefs to the Lok p. 
There is not a Motion in his Heart, but is according 
to his Will. Every Thought that ariſes points to Him, 

and is in Obedience to the Law of Cx IST. 

12. And the Tree is known by its Fruits: For as he 
loves Gop, ſo he keeps his Commandments. Not only 
Some, or Moſt of them, but All, from the Leaſt to the 
Greateſt. He is not content to keep the whole Law, and 
offend in One Point ; but has in all Points, a Conſcience 
void of Offence, toward: Gob and towards Man. What- 
ever God has forbidden, he avoids; whatever Gop 
has enjoin'd, he doth : And that, whether it be little 
or great, hard or eaſy, joyous or grievous to the Fleſh, 
He runs the Ways of Gop's Commandments, now he 
hath ſet his Heart at Liberty. It is his Glory and Joy 
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according to his Maſter's Will; every Power 


it to give an Account of - himſelf to GOD. He cannot ſ 
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ſo to do; it is his daily Crown of Rejoicing, To do the 

Will of Gon on Earth, as it is done in Heaven; know- 

ing it is the higheſt Privilege of be Angels of Gob, of ! 

thoſe that excel in Strength, To fulfil his Commandments, 3 

and hear len to the Voice of his Word, „ 
13. All the Commandments of Gop he according | 

keeps, and that with all his Might. For his Obedience” © IB + 

is in proportion to his Love, the Source fromfwhenee ' | 

it flows. And therefore, loving Gop with all his Heart, 7 

he ſerves Him with all his Strength. He Gontinually 

preſents his Soul and Body, a living Sacrifice, holy, ac- 

ceptable to Gop, entirely, and without Reſervg'deyo- *® 


ting himſelf, all he has, and all he is, to his Glory. 
All the Talents he has receiv'd, he conſtantly 1 


Fa- 
culty of his Soul, every Member of his Body. Mee 
he yielded them unto Sin and the Devil, as Int 7 | 
Unrighteouſneſs: But now, being alive from the Waalh he | 
yields them all, as Inflruments of Righteouſneſs on. * 

14. By Conſequence, whatſoever he doth, W 
to the Glory of Gop. In all his Employments of every . |} 
kind, he not only aims at this, (which is implied in | 
having a Single Eye) but actually attains it. His u? 
ſineſs and Refreſhments, as well as his Prayers, all ſerve © 
to this great End. Whether he fit in his Houſe or 
walk by the Way, whether he lie down or riſe up, he 
is promoting in all he ſpeaks or does, the One Buſineſs 
of his Life: Whether he put on his Apparel, or labour, 
or eat and drink, or divert himſelf from too waſting 
Labour, it all tends to advance the Glory of Gop, by © 
Peace and Good-will among Men, His one invariable 
Rule is this, bat ſocwer ye do in Word or Deed, do it 
all in the Name of the LORD JESUS, giving Thanks 
to GOD and the Father by Him. 

15. Nor do the Cuſtoms of the World at all hinder 
his running the Race which is ſet before him. He knows, 
that Vice does not loſe its Nature, though it become 
ever ſo faſhionable ; and remembers, That every Max 


therefore, even follow a Multitude to do Evil: He can- 
not fare ſumptuouſly every Day, or make Proviſion for 
the Fleſh to fulfil the Lufls thereof. He cannot lay up 
Treaſures upon Earth, no more than he can take Fire hes 
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| his Boſom. He cannot adorn himſelf (on any Pretence) 
with Gold or cofily Apparel. He cannot join in, or coun- 
denance any Diverſion, which has the leaſt Tendency 

to Vice of any kind. He cannot freak Ewil of his 

* Neighbour, no more than he can lie, either for GOD 
Hie cannot utter an unkind word of any one; 
tier Lovekeeps the Door of his Lips. He cannot ſpeak 

'} - idle Words; No corrupt Communication ever comes on of 
his Mouth; as is all that which is not good, to the Uſe 

Fo irg, not fit to minifler Grace to the Hearers, 

* hover Things are pune, whatſoever Things are 


L whatſoever Things are juſtly of good Report, he 


thinks and ſpeaks, and acts, adorning the Goſpel of our 
Los . in all Thin 10 * 
„ Laſtly, as he has Time, he does Good unto all 
| vynto Neighbours and Strangers, Friends and 
| End that, in every poſſible kind; not only 
\ 1 odies, by feeding the Hungry, cloathing the 
/ viſiting thoſe that are fick or in Priſon; but 
| much more does he labour to do Good to their Souls, 
i}. as of the Ability which God giveth : To awaken thoſe 
f that ſleep in Death; to bring thoſe who are awaken' d 
do the atoning Blood, that being juftiſed by FAT u, th 
may Have Peace with GOD; and to provoke thoſe 
| who have Peace with Gop, to abound more in Love 
and in Good Works. And he is willing to fpend and 
to be ſpent herein, even to be offered up on the Sacrifice 
and Service of their Faith, ſo they may all come unte 
the Meaſure of the Stature of the F _ of CHRIST. 
17. Theſe are the Principles and Practices of Our 
SECT ; theſe are the Marks of a True Metbodiſt. By 
theſe alone do thoſe who are in Derifion fo called, de- 
fire to be diſtinguiſhed from other Men. If any Man 
ſay, Why theſe are only the Common, Fundamental 
Principles of Chriſtianity !”* Thou haſt ſaid: So I mean; 
this is the very Truth ; I know they are no other ; and 
I would to Gop both Thou and all Men knew, that 
J, and all who follow my Jydgment; Yo vehemently 
refuſe to be diſtinguiſned from other men, by any but 
the Common Principles vf Chriſtianity. The Plain, 
Old Chriſtianity that I teach, renouncing and deteſting 
all other Marks of Diſtinction. And whoſoever 7s 
What I preach (let him be called what he will, for 
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Names change not the Nature of Things) he is a Chri- 9 


ſtian, not in Name only, but in Heart and in Life.” Hy 
is inwardly and outwardly conformed to the 1 8 


Gop, as revealed in the Written Word. He hf, 


ſpeaks, and lives according to the Method laid down in 
the Revelation of JEsUs CHRIST. His Soul is reneaw'd 
after the Image of GOD, in Righteouſneſs and in all true” 
Holineſs. And having the Mind that was in UHRISNT, 
he ſo walks as CHRIST alſo walked, © © > 
18. By theſe Marks, by theſe Fruits of a /ivimrg Fajth,. 
do we labour to 4 ea ourſelves, from the Unbe- 
lieving World, from all thoſe whoſe Minds or Lives 
are not according to the Goſpel of Cyx1sT. But fm 
Real Chriſtians, of whatſoever Denomination the be, 
we earneſtly defire not to be diſtinguiſhed at all? Nor 
from any, who ſincerely follow after what they kngwthey 
have not yet attained. No: Whe/cever doth th 
my Father wh ich is in Heaven, the ſame is myBy 
Siſler and Mother. And I beſeech You, Bret | 
the Mercies of Gov, that we be in no wiſe divided 
among ouriclves. 1s thy Heart right, as my Heart is 
with thine? 1 aſk no farther Queſtion. Vit be, give ne 
thy Hand. For Opinions, or Terms, let us not deflroy _ 
the ork of GOD Doſt thou love arid ſerve Gop ? 
It is enough. I give thee the Right-hand of Fellowſhip, 
1f there be any Cenſolation in CHRIST, if any Comfort 
of Lowe, if any fellowyhip of the Spirit, if any Bowel 
and Mercies: Let us rive „ e the Faith of the 
Goſpel, walking evorthy of the Vacation wherewith 
ave are called; with all Locvlineſs and Meekneſs, with 
Long-jufering, forbearing one another in Love, endea- 
Vouring to keep the Unity of the Spirit, in the Bond of 
Peace : Remembring, there is One Body and One Spirit, 
even as we are called with one Hope of our Calling; One 
Lord, One Faith, One Baptiſm; one GoD and Father 
of All, who is above All, and thro' All, and in you All ! 
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